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Dear Parents/Carers,

We have made a fantastic start to the year at George Eliot Academy, with pupils demonstrating
excellence in their routines, behaviour and commitment to learning. It has been wonderful to see pupils
arriving ready to learn, taking pride in their work and contributing positively to our Academy
community.

Alongside their academic studies, our pupils have embraced a wide range of enrichment opportunities.
Year 11 pupils started the term with a reward trip to Drayton Manor, recognising their hard work and
dedication, while Year 7 pupils had an inspiring visit to Coventry University, helping them to look ahead
to future aspirations and opportunities.

Our Academy community also came together to support a very important cause through our Macmillan
Coffee and Cake Afternoon. Thanks to the generosity of pupils, staff and families, we raised an
impressive £287 for Macmillan Cancer Support. We are very grateful to parents, pupils and staff who
contributed.

Pupils have also enjoyed a range of social events, including our Year 7 and Year 8 Halloween Party, which
provided a fantastic opportunity to have fun, build friendships and celebrate together.

Looking ahead, we are excited about our Fireworks Night on 4  November. This promises to be a
wonderful community event, and we warmly invite all parents, carers, extended family members and
friends to join us for what is sure to be an amazing evening. We would love to see as many members of
our George Eliot Academy family as possible join us for this fantastic event.

th

Kind regards

Homeira Zakary 
Principal
George Eliot Academy

A message from our Principal
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On 25th September, Year 7 pupils took part in the Loudmouth Education workshop, A
Step Too Far. The performance explored important themes around friendships, respect,
peer pressure, bullying, boundaries and personal safety in a way that was engaging and
appropriate for young people.

Through a powerful drama-based presentation, pupils followed the experiences of
young characters who faced a range of situations that many young people may
encounter as they move into secondary school. The workshop encouraged pupils to
consider how their actions can affect others and highlighted the importance of making
positive choices, showing respect, and speaking up when something does not feel right.

Key messages included:
Understanding the difference between friendly behaviour and bullying.
Recognising peer pressure and developing confidence to make independent choices.
Respecting personal boundaries and the boundaries of others.
Knowing how to stay safe both in school and online.
Identifying trusted adults who can provide support when needed.
Developing empathy and understanding the impact that words and actions can
have on others.

The session provided valuable opportunities for pupils to reflect on their own behaviour
and relationships while reinforcing our school's commitment to creating a safe,
respectful and supportive community. Pupils engaged thoughtfully throughout the
workshop and were encouraged to ask questions and discuss the issues raised.

A Step Too Far supported our PSHE and character education programme by helping
pupils develop important life skills such as responsibility, self-discipline, respect and
resilience, equipping them to navigate friendships and challenges positively as they
progress through secondary school.

Year 7 - Loudmouth Performance



We are delighted to announce that George Eliot Academy is taking part in the Royal
Horticultural Society (RHS) Nature Park Grant Programme.

As part of this exciting initiative, we are applying for funding to enhance the
biodiversity of our school grounds, creating greener spaces that will benefit both
wildlife and our school community. Potential projects could include wildflower areas,
bird and insect habitats, improved planting schemes, and outdoor learning
opportunities.

We would love to hear ideas from pupils, parents, carers, and members of the wider
community about how we can make our school site an even better place for nature. If
you have any suggestions, please send them to Mr Brooks-Keith via email.

Pupils will also have the opportunity to get actively involved in the project from the
New Year, helping to plan, create, and maintain areas that support local wildlife while
developing valuable environmental and gardening skills.

Together, we can make a real difference and create a thriving nature-friendly
environment for future generations.

🌿 Got an idea? We'd love to hear it! Contact Mr Brooks-Keith by email - Harry.Brooks-
Keith@Georgeeliotacademy.org.uk and help shape the future of nature at George Eliot
Academy.

Nature Park Project 

Mrs Farrer School Counsellor
how to make a referral.

To make a referral for counselling a pupil,
can ask any member of staff to fill out a
counselling referral form. Alternatively you
can see Mrs Farrer in M013 you can email at
sarah.farrer@georgeeliotacademy.org.uk or
on the school website there is a concern log
button. You can put a note in the inside
out, black boxes in Main outside M017,
South by the pastoral office and Linford on
the first floor when it reopens. These are
not to be used in a emergency or crisis.
Please include full name and year plus a
brief reason. 



On 7th October 2026, we were delighted to welcome Upfront Theatre Company to
George Eliot Academy, where they delivered their powerful and engaging
performance, Riot Act, to our Year 9 pupils.

The performance explored a range of important issues affecting young people today,
encouraging pupils to consider themes such as personal responsibility, the consequences
of choices, peer influence, respect, conflict, and making positive decisions. The actors
brought realistic scenarios to life, helping pupils to reflect on how their actions can
impact both themselves and those around them. The session provided an excellent
opportunity for pupils to engage with real-life situations in a safe and supportive
environment.

This performance linked well with our PSHE curriculum, particularly in supporting
pupils' understanding of healthy relationships, personal safety, decision-making, and
emotional wellbeing. It also reinforced many aspects of our Character Education
programme, promoting key values such as responsibility, respect, self-discipline,
resilience, and empathy. Pupils were encouraged to reflect on their own character
strengths and consider how they can positively contribute to their school and wider
community.

The feedback from pupils was extremely positive, with many appreciating the realistic
nature of the scenarios and the opportunity to discuss issues that are relevant to their
everyday lives. We would like to thank Upfront Theatre Company for delivering such an
impactful and memorable experience that supported both the personal development
and character growth of our Year 9 pupils.

Upfront Theatre Company Visit: Riot Act
Performance for Year 9



Year 11 Celebrations



LIGHTS, CAMERA, SNOWCASE!

George Eliot Academy • Wednesday 17 December 2026

The countdown is officially on for this year’s Snowcase Winter Concert, and excitement is
building across the Music Department as pupils prepare to take audiences on a magical journey
At the Movies!

Our talented musicians, singers and performers have been working hard in rehearsals, bringing
together music inspired by iconic films and cinematic moments. With powerful themes,
memorable melodies and a sprinkle of festive magic, the Snowcase concert promises an evening
full of energy, creativity and entertainment.

It has been wonderful to see pupils showing such commitment, teamwork and enthusiasm. As
they rehearse, their confidence continues to grow, and we can’t wait to celebrate the musical
talent and hard work of our George Eliot Academy pupils.
Inspired by the spectacular showmanship of The Greatest Showman, this year’s concert will be a
celebration of imagination, performance and the magic that happens when our school
community comes together. We’re looking forward to welcoming families and friends for a
memorable evening of music, drama, song and dance.

The Musical Theatre group rehearsing  
scenes from “Les Miserables”



Dance rehearsals are in full swing! 

 Orchestra making music together
as we prepare for the big night.

Other rehearsal photos of our GEA Stars!

SAVE THE DATE
 

Wednesday 17 December 2026 | 6.00pm | South
Hall 

Ticket details and information on how to buy
tickets will be shared after half term. 
Lights, camera, action… see you at the

Snowcase! 🎬 ❄ 



George Eliot: Our Community, Our Story
Same Name. A Stronger Community.

Did you know that George Eliot was actually the pen name of Mary Ann Evans, the famous
Victorian novelist who was born in Nuneaton?

Her connection to our town lives on through three local organisations: George Eliot Academy,
George Eliot Hospital and Mary Ann Evans Hospice. Although each organisation has a very
different role within our community, they all share a connection to the same remarkable
woman.

Inspired by this shared history, five of our Year 9 pupils, supported by Miss Evans, are launching
a new Social Action Project to bring the three organisations together and make a difference in
our local community.

Tiny Hats, Bright Futures

Our first initiative will support the maternity and neonatal departments at George Eliot Hospital
through donations of knitted baby hats.

Calling all knitters! Do you knit, or know someone who does? Perhaps a parent, carer,
grandparent, friend or neighbour? We would love donations of knitted baby hats from our
George Eliot families. Whether you can make one or ten, every contribution would be
appreciated!

Community Café: Good Company, Brighter Days

We are planning to open a Community Café at George Eliot Academy, providing a welcoming
space for local people to enjoy a cup of tea, a slice of cake and some company.

We hope the café will help tackle loneliness and bring people together.

Coming soon! Keep your eyes peeled for further information and dates for our first Community
Café.

Hearts of Comfort & Kindness

Our third initiative will support Mary Ann Evans Hospice through donations of crocheted hearts,
offering a small gesture of comfort and kindness to patients and their loved ones.

We would love donations of crocheted hearts from families and members of our wider
community who enjoy crocheting.



Can You Help?

We would love as many parents, carers, grandparents, friends and neighbours as possible to get
involved. Whether you enjoy knitting or crocheting, or know someone who does, please help us
spread the word!

First Collection Deadline: Friday 4th December 2026

Further collection deadlines will be announced throughout the academic year.

Donations can be brought into school and handed to Miss Evans in the PE department.

For more information, or to request a knitting pattern to help you get started, please contact
Miss Evans at courtney-chantell.evans@georgeeliotacademy.org.uk.

The Same Name. A Brighter Tomorrow.



Celebrating Success in The Schools Bible Project
We are delighted to recognise the achievements of several George Eliot Academy pupils who
took part in The Schools Bible Project 2026. The competition encouraged pupils to think
creatively, reflect on important themes and express their ideas through a range of engaging
entries.

A special congratulations goes to one of our pupils, who was selected as a prize winner and
awarded a copy of Mere Christianity by C. S. Lewis in recognition of the quality of their work.
This is a fantastic achievement and reflects the effort, thought and creativity that went into
their entry.

We would also like to congratulate all the George Eliot Academy pupils who participated in the
competition. Taking part required dedication, imagination and a willingness to engage with
new ideas, and we are incredibly proud of everyone who represented the school. While not
every entry received a prize, each pupil should be proud of their contribution and the
enthusiasm they showed throughout the project.

Well done to all involved for embracing this opportunity and representing George Eliot
Academy so positively.

Halloween Cake Decorating 
Year 9 students helped decorate cakes to sell at the year 7 and 8 Halloween disco. There was
some very creative ideas. Thank you to the year 9 girls for getting involved and helping. 



GEA Raises £287.01 for Macmillan Cancer Support!
We are incredibly proud to share that George Eliot Academy raised £287.01 through our recent
Macmillan fundraising event. This fantastic achievement would not have been possible without
the generosity and support of our pupils, staff and families. Thank you to everyone who baked,
donated, purchased treats or helped organise the event. Every contribution, no matter how big
or small, will help support the incredible work of Macmillan Cancer Support.



Spotlight to Safeguarding
ECHO

From August 2026, Warwickshire County Council have introduced a new mental health and
wellbeing service to support children, young people, and their parents/carers. This service
provides the right support at the right time, ensuring that early intervention is provided before
problems get worse. This service is for lower to moderate level emotional needs and will provide
advice, guidance, and short-term targeted support which can include:

Drop in support
Sports and wellbeing sessions
Online Support
1:1 and group-based community interventions
1:1 and group-based school interventions
Mentoring
Counselling

The service will provide early emotional wellbeing and mental health support to children and
young people and their families/carers for a range of concerns including but not limited to:

Emotional regulation 
Low self-esteem 
Low mood 
Anxiety management 
Anger awareness 
Loss 
Self-harm (for coping) 
Disordered eating 
Communication and relationships 
Understanding sensory needs 
Understanding trauma 
Attachment -based parenting 
Protective behaviours/self-care 
Sleep care 
Routines 
Transitions 
Practical parenting/carer support 
Parental/carer relationship breakdown 
Exam fear/stress 
Social isolation, friendship issues, loneliness 

Parents/Carers can self-refer to this service using the online form: -
ECHO Referral Form

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mAFG5r9A2UShEZpo5g3diTWj0acoDGVLrb6enQEovidUQlJVUUkxSUFTNEEzRVQ1RFJEOFlQTUQ4WC4u


The Warwickshire Youth Conference 2026
Our Voice, Our Warwickshire is back and booking is now open

📅 Friday 30 October 2026 ⏰ 10am to 4pm 📍 Manufacturing Technology Centre, Ansty Park,
Coventry

The conference is organised by young people, for young people, and is packed with interactive
activities, workshops and opportunities for attendees to have their say on issues that matter to
them.

Young people can:
Learn CPR and how to use a defibrillator
Take part in a Traitors-style mental wellbeing challenge
Build confidence and learn how to get their voice heard
Explore environmental issues and how they can make a difference
Think about careers, money and their future

And that's not all! There will also be:
A dance machine, digital graffiti wall and other fun activities
A raffle with a laptop as the top prize
Free lunch, snacks and refreshments
Lots of stalls, information and freebies

Transport support is available, so travel doesn't need to be a barrier to attending.

Book a place: https://bit.ly/4xlOtO7
Taking place during the October half-term, this is a great opportunity for young people to spend
a day developing new skills, meeting others from across Warwickshire and having their voices
heard.

https://bit.ly/4xlOtO7


Sports Leaders Ready to Lead the Way!
On Thursday 8th October, 20 enthusiastic Year 9 pupils took part in Sports Leaders training at
George Eliot Academy, marking the beginning of an exciting year ahead as young leaders and
ambassadors for our school.

Throughout the training, pupils demonstrated fantastic teamwork, enthusiasm and a willingness
to challenge themselves as they developed essential leadership skills, including communication,
organisation and the ability to motivate others.

Our Sports Leaders will play an important role in welcoming local primary schools to George
Eliot Academy, supporting a variety of sporting festivals, competitions and events throughout
the academic year.

The programme is about much more than sport. It provides pupils with an opportunity to grow
in confidence, take on responsibility and put our STAR values into practice, becoming positive
role models who support and encourage younger pupils.

A huge well done to all 20 pupils who completed their training! We are incredibly proud of their
enthusiasm and commitment and look forward to seeing them put their leadership skills into
action throughout the year.



Boxing Clever Academy – Enrichment in Action!
As part of our enrichment programme, pupils have been enjoying the opportunity to attend
boxing sessions at the local Boxing Clever Academy.

These sessions provide pupils with an exciting opportunity to develop their fitness, coordination
and boxing techniques. Beyond the physical benefits, boxing encourages pupils to demonstrate
our STAR values, particularly Self-discipline, Tenacity and Responsibility.

It has been fantastic to see pupils embracing new challenges, supporting one another and
developing valuable life skills outside the classroom.

A huge thank you to Boxing Clever Academy for providing such a positive and engaging
experience for our pupils!



A busy half term of sporting fixtures!
It has been a fantastic half term of competitive sport at George Eliot Academy, with pupils
proudly representing the school in a host of netball, football and rugby fixtures.

Our featured photo shows our Year 9 football team, who have put in some stand out
performances, as well as showing excellent character when playing.

A special mention goes to Jenson Jump, who, alongside his school football commitments, has
also been selected to represent Warwickshire in football – a fantastic achievement!

Well done to all pupils who have represented the academy with pride and demonstrated our
STAR values!



Pumpkin Carving
We had a full house for pumpkin carving in the food room. Pupils from years 7,9 and 10 all
attended to show their creative pumpkin carving work. These will be on display at the Year 7
and 8 halloween disco on Thursday evening. 



Supporting Our Community – George Eliot Hospital
Charity

We are delighted to announce a new partnership between George Eliot Academy and George
Eliot Hospital Charity, strengthening our commitment to supporting our local community.

The charity does fantastic work raising funds for innovative medical equipment and improving
the experiences of patients and their families at our local hospital.

As part of this partnership, we are pleased to promote the George Eliot Hospital Charity Lottery,
which offers supporters the opportunity to contribute to this important cause whilst having the
chance to win cash prizes.

Further information, including how to get involved, can be found on the attached poster.



Join Learn to Play Week at Warwickshire Music
As part of Learn to Play Week, Warwickshire Music is opening the doors to its music centres and
inviting young musicians currently receiving instrumental tuition, either in school or privately, to
experience the joy of playing as part of an ensemble.
Music centre ensembles are free to attend and offer a fantastic opportunity for children and
young people to develop their musical skills, build confidence and make new friends through
music.

Whether your child already plays in a group or would like to try ensemble playing for the first
time, everyone is welcome.

Interested in taking part?

Please see the information below for further details on dates, venues and how to get involved.

Etone College Sixth Form Centre 
Wednesday 7th October

DI

SCOVERY DAY

Playtastic - for pupils who are having lessons on an orchestral
instrument and can play 5 notes or more. Age 7+

Discover! Strings - want to try playing a violin? Come along! Age 7+

Brasstastic - for pupils who are having lessons on a brass instrument
and want to play with others!

Training Orchestra - for pupils who are having lessons on an
orchestral instrument and are of grade 1-3 standard. Age 7+

Area Orchestra - for pupils who are having lessons on an orchestral
instrument and are between Grade 3 and 5 standard. Age 7+

REGISTER
HERE!

Come and see what Warwickshire Music’s FREE after school music
centre groups are all about at our Discovery Day in Learn to Play Week! 



George Eliot Academy Halloween Disco



George Eliot Academy PTA Firework Event 2026



Christmas Market



Family Health Newsletter
Edition: September 2026 

Introduction
 

Practical Guidance
You'll find practical guidance on safe sleep
for babies and young children, advice on
creating effective bedtime routines for
school-aged children, and tips to help
teenagers develop positive sleep habits and
reduce barriers to quality rest. We also
focus on supporting children and young
people with Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities (SEND) to build healthy routines
and maintain good sleep hygiene. 

We want your feedback
 

Welcome to theSeptember edition of our Family 
Health Newsletter, created by Warwickshire’s Child
and Family Wellbeing service for children, young
people and their families. 

 
connected with our service. Each month we’ll share
health advice, service updates, and insights from our
team as we work together to help children and
families in Warwickshire lead healthier, and happier
lives. 

Your feedback and ideas will help us shape future
editions to ensure we’re providing you with
information that truly matters. 

As children and young people settle back into school,
college, and nursery routines, September is the perfect time
to focus on sleep - one of the most important foundations
of good health and wellbeing. 

In this month's newsletter, we explore how healthy sleep
habits can support children's growth, learning, emotional
wellbeing, and physical health. Whether you’re caring for a
baby, supporting a school-aged child, or helping a teenager
navigate busy schedules, establishing consistent routines
can make a real difference. 

Clickhere tohelpusensureournewsletters 
are filled with information which is relevant
to you and your family.

This newsletter is designed to keep you informed and

What’s in this month’s newsletter?

To continue reading the family health newsletter click here

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=4B4rLKGo5kmoIFzkiQz0Zme6SrTq3X5OlebaN-xJ0F1UMDQ1UTZWNFZSVVYwUE4yMVZNTjZEWlVCUC4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=4B4rLKGo5kmoIFzkiQz0Zme6SrTq3X5OlebaN-xJ0F1UMDQ1UTZWNFZSVVYwUE4yMVZNTjZEWlVCUC4u&route=shorturl
https://padlet.com/WCFW/warwickshire-family-health-newsletters-s023vsru2vi2n05qskhz?scrlybrkr=990a83eb


Breakfast Club

As darker mornings begin to set in, we would like to remind families that the school site
is open from 8.00am each day. Pupils are welcome to attend our Breakfast Club in South

from 8.00am, providing a warm, safe and supervised start to the school day before
lessons begin.

Homework Club



Consistent routines around sleep, homework and family time can help children
feel secure, settled and better able to manage the school week. Predictable
routines help children feel secure and reduce anxiety.

Check that your child has everything they need for the school week and talk
regularly about how things are going. Feeling prepared and supported can help
build confidence and reduce worries.

Encourage your child to share both their worries and excitement. Listen without
judgement and reassure them that feeling nervous is normal.

Encourage age-appropriate responsibilities such as organising their school bag,
managing homework, or planning their morning routine. This helps build
confidence and resilience.

Promote independence

Stay organised together

Talk openly about feelings

Settle back into school routines

Supporting your child | Back to school

Supporting your child with
anxiety: Back to school

 Starting a new school year can bring excitement, anticipation and sometimes anxiety for
both children and parents. Supporting your child's emotional wellbeing, confidence and
independence can help them settle successfully and enjoy a positive start to the term.

Top tips for parents



Acknowledge achievements, effort and positive steps, no matter how small.
Positive reinforcement helps build self-esteem and confidence.

Support your child to build and maintain positive friendships, whether through
school, clubs or activities. Strong social connections can help children feel more
confident, settled and supported.

Changes in behaviour, sleep patterns, appetite, mood or school attendance may
indicate that a child is struggling. Early conversations and support can help
prevent issues escalating.

Celebrate small successes

Watch for signs of anxiety

Encourage friendships and connections

Supporting your child | Back to school

Supporting your child with
anxiety: Back to school

 Top tips for parents

Parent resources:
Parent Toolkit on Mental Health in
Children & Young People from Place2Be,
Young Minds, Kings Maudsley Trust

Parenting Smart from Place2be

Anna Freud family wellbeing resources

Every child adjusts at their own 
pace. Keep communication open,
celebrate progress and seek help
early if concerns persist. Together,
families and schools can help children
thrive throughout the school year.

Remember

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmindforwardalliance.com%2FResources%2FParent-Toolkit&data=05%7C02%7Canna.doman%40unitedlearning.org.uk%7C8c06c47568e4486a62b808de9f8079ca%7Ca4d068aa090e4f55a950b1b95cea1c6b%7C0%7C0%7C639123571314768552%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SIGJiTuSy6%2B%2FEQCLCGy4vOZf%2Fu%2FpCFTjSsqjSXmyiQ8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fparentingsmart.place2be.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.doman%40unitedlearning.org.uk%7C8c06c47568e4486a62b808de9f8079ca%7Ca4d068aa090e4f55a950b1b95cea1c6b%7C0%7C0%7C639123571314820234%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FOl5DMsMBrfs%2BUCcOorVcTa8RM5eZvjL5kY8yN8A88k%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.annafreud.org%2Fresources%2Ffamily-wellbeing%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.doman%40unitedlearning.org.uk%7C8c06c47568e4486a62b808de9f8079ca%7Ca4d068aa090e4f55a950b1b95cea1c6b%7C0%7C0%7C639123571314796309%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VyFZAtZX3UzDuL4l9oNzPHnVP%2B1JJupZXBQ0YFNDsL0%3D&reserved=0


Post 16 Options

Can You Help Make Our PTA Events Extra Special?
The PTA is preparing for a number of exciting upcoming events and is seeking donations
to support raffles, tombolas and fundraising activities.

We would be grateful for donations of chocolates, bottles, unwanted gifts, gift sets,
vouchers, experiences or services that could be used as prizes. If you own a business,
work for a local company, or know someone who may be able to help, we'd love to hear
from you.

Every donation, no matter how big or small, helps us raise valuable funds to enhance
opportunities and experiences for our pupils.

Donations can be handed in at school reception or by contacting the PTA directly.
Thank you for your continued support.



LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME 
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

The Supreme Court has clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time (Platt v Isle of Wright
2017). The Supreme Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children must attend school on
every day that they are required to do so. As such, the parents of any child who is absent from school without authorisation for
any length of time are likely to be considered as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996. 

The law states a leave of absence may only be granted by a school if an application is made in advance and if it considers there
are exceptional circumstances relating to the application.  

Schools must judge each application individually considering the specific facts and circumstances and relevant background
context behind each request.  

A leave of absence is granted entirely at the school’s discretion. Generally, a need or desire for a holiday or other absence for
the purpose of leisure and recreation would not constitute an exceptional circumstance.  

Where a leave of absence is granted, the school will determine the number of days a pupil can be absent from school. 
When making an application for Leave of Absence parents are advised to give sufficient information and time to allow the
Head teacher the opportunity to consider all the exceptional circumstances and to notify parents of their decision. The school
may also request further information on the application and supporting documentation where appropriate. 
It is advised that if the resident parent has not received notification or a response regarding the leave of absence application, it
is the parents’ responsibility to ascertain if the leave is authorised prior to the start of the leave. 

The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made by the ‘resident’ parent i.e. the parent with whom the
child normally resides. 
Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child is expected to be in school on the dates set
out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be recorded as an unauthorised absence. Where a leave
of absence is requested, but additional days taken either prior to or after the request may be considered as part of the leave of
absence. 
Leave of Absences which are not made in advance cannot be authorised in line with legislation. This will result in the absence
being recorded as ‘unauthorised’.   
All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the Warwickshire Attendance Service,
part of Warwickshire County Council. Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council’s Code of
Conduct for Penalty Notices and in the first instance, as an alternative to prosecution proceedings.   

Leave of Absence taken in the academic year 2026-27

The law relating to Penalty Notices changed with effect from 19 August 2024. Therefore, Penalty Notices issued for Leave of
Absence taken from September 2024 will be issued in accordance with the updated legislation. 

Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent
will receive 2 invoices – 4 in total).   
First Leave of Absence offence: The Penalty Notice amount of £160 to be paid within 28 days, this is reduced to £80 each
child if paid within 21 days. 
Second Leave of Absence offence within a 3-year period (from the date of issue of the first penalty notice): The amount of
£160 paid within 28 days. No reduced amount. 

 
Payment plans will not be offered and/or payments received outside of the 28-day period will not be accepted. Where a
penalty notice expires unpaid the matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s Legal Services to consider
criminal prosecution.    

 
Third Leave of Absence offence within a 3-year period (from the date of issue of the first penalty notice): A penalty notices
will be not be issued and the matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s Legal Services to consider instigating
criminal prosecution proceedings under S444 of Education Act 1996. 

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority. 
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